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and unbiassed by interest or fear. The voice of the grand
jury so elected, and of the free merchants and mariners,
is the voice of the settlement.
st I entertain the highest sense of the great honour done
me by the marks of esteem which you are pleased particularly
to address to me. The first and great satisfaction which I
feel in my present situation is, the approbation of my own
conscience; the next, that those to whom I administer justice,
bestow their approbation on my conduct, and put full confi-
dence in the rectitude of my intensions,
<e It is with the greatest alacrity that I accept of the honour
proposed me; for being unconscious of either exerting or pos-
sessing any peculiar talents, I understand it is at least as
much a public testimony of gratitude to his Majesty, for
adopting the measure of erecting an independent court of
justice in this town, as a personal compliment to the humble
instrument of carrying his gracious intentions into exe-
cution.*'
" ANSWER to the Hindoo Inhabitants of the town of Calcutta,
delivered by Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Justice.
"Gentlemen,
" It is a great consolation to us, that having been under
the unhappy necessity of inflicting a capital punishment on a
person of an high cast in your religion, we receive this general
and public approbation of our distribution of justice from so
numerous and respectable a body of Hindoos, among whom
it gives us inexpressible satisfaction to see, there are many of
the most principal Brahmins.
"It was natural, when you heard that a new law was
formed in a remote country, by a legislature differing most
widely from you in religion, laws, and customs, for the admi-
nistration of justice in this, that you should be filled with
doubts concerning the operation of it, and be strictly observant
of the conduct of those who were appointed to carry it into
execution: we are happy that your observation of our pro-
ceedings has created that just confidence in us, which has so
soon caused your doubts to subside, and we feel ourselves the
more obliged to you for it, as it hath not escaped us, that
some evil-minded persons, disaffected to the establishment of
an independent court, have wickedly and maliciously endea-
voured to destroy that confidence, and to disturb your minds
with apprehensions of the most alarming nature, by attempt-
ing to persuade you that your laws and usages, formed on
your religion and government, interwoven into your manners
and sentiments, and sanctified by the experience of a long